CUSTODY RELOCATION & MODIFICATION

INSTRUCTIONS-PRINT CLEARLY

. READ these instructions before proceeding

. Fill in the blanks of the complaint/petition and attach a copy of your

current custody order.

. Include the Certification of Compliance with your filing (can be found on

https://buckscountv.gov/DocumentCenter/View/l347/2017—Certificate-of-C0mpliance—
PDF or in the Prothonotary Office).

. Make two (2) copies of the filled out complaint/petition (One for you and

one for the opposing party)

. File the original (the one you filled out) & mail/deliver along with

check/money order (fee schedule online or call office) payable to
“Prothonotary” to:

Family Court Prothonotary

100 N. Main Street

Doylestown, PA 18901

(215-348-6822)

. In approximately two weeks, you will receive notice of the conference date.

At that time, you must serve the opposing party with a copy of the notice
and the complaint/petition.



CUSTODY RELOCATION

(1) The party proposing the relocation shall notify every other individual who has custody
rights to the child

(2) Notice, sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, shall be given no later than:
(i) The 60™ day before the date of the proposed relocation; or
(i) The tenth day after the date that the individual knows of the relocation, if:

(A) The individual did not know and could not reasonably have known of the
relocation in sufficient time to comply with the 60-day notice; and

(B) It is not reasonably possible to delay the date of relocation so as to comply
with the 60-day notice.

(3) If any of the information set forth in paragraph (3) is not known when the notice is
sent but Is later made known to the party proposing the relocation, then that party
shall promptly inform every individual who received notice under this subsection.

Objecting the proposed relocation

(4) A party entitled to receive notice may file with the court an objection to the proposed
relocation and seek a temporary or permanent order to prevent the relocation. The
non-relocating party shall have the opportunity to indicate whether he objects to
relocation or not, and whether he objects to modification of the custody erder or not.
If the party objects to either relocation or modification of the custody order, a hearing
shall be held as provided in subsection (G)(1). The objection shall be made by
completing and returning to the court a counter-affidavit, which shall be verified
subject to penalties under 18 Pa.C.5. §4904 (relating to unsworn falsification to
authorities), in substantially the following form:




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

FAMILY DIVISION
L AOG_
(Plaintiff)
vs. .
*+ IN CUSTODY
(Defendant)

NOTICE REGARDING RELOCATION

(1) Except as provided by section 5336 (relating to access to records and information), the
following information, if avallable must be included with the notice of the proposed
relocation:

- (i)
(i)

The address of the intended new residence.
The mailing address, if not the same as the address of the intended new
residence.

(i)  Names and ages of the individuals in the new residence, including individuals
who intend to live in the new residence.

(lv)  The home telephone number of the intended new residence, if available.

(v)  The name of the new school district and school.

(vi)  The date of the proposed relocation.

(vi)  The reasons for the proposed relocation.

(viil) A proposal for a revised custody schedule.

(ix)  Any other information which the party proposing the relocation déems
appropriate.

(x) A counter-affidavit as provided under subsection (d)(1) which can be used to
object to the proposed relocation and the modification of a custody order.

(xi) A warning to the non-relocating party that if the non-relocating party does not
file with the court an objection to the proposed relocation within 30 days after
receipt of the notice, the party shall be foreclased from objecting to the
relocation.

Date Signature



CUSTODY RELOCATION
COUNTER-AFFIDAVIT INSTRUCTIONS

An objection made under this subsection shall be filed with the court within 30 days of receipt
of the proposed relocation notice, and served on the other party by certified mail, return receipt
requested.

If notice of the proposed relocation has been properly given and no objection to the proposed
relocation has been filed in court, then It shall be presumed that the non-relocation party has
consented to the proposed relocation.

If a party who has been given proper notice does not file with the court an objection to the
relocation with 30 days after receipt of the notice but later petitions the court for review of the
custodial arrangements, the court shall not accept testimony challenging the relocation.

Confirmation of relocation: If no objection to the proposed relocation is filed under
subsection (d), the party proposing the relocation shall file the following with the court prior to the
relocation.

An affidavit stating that the party provided notice to every individual entitled to notice, the
time to file an objection to the proposed relocation has passed and no individual entitled to receive
notice has filed an objection to the proposed relocation.

Proof that proper notice was given in the form of a return receipt with the signature of the
addressee and the full notice that was sent to the addressee.

A petition to confirm the relocation and modify any existing custody order and
A proposed order containing the information set forth in subsection (c)3).

Modification of custody order: If a counter-affidavit regarding relocation is filed with the
court which indicates the non-relocating party both has no objection to the proposed relocation and
no objection to the modification of the custody order consistent with the proposal for revised
custody schedule, the court may ‘modify the existing custody order by approving the proposal for
revised custody schedule submitted under section 5337(c){viii), and shall specify the method by
which its future modification can be made if desired by either party. Ifa counter-affidavit regarding
relocation is filed with the court which indicates the non-relocating party objects either to the
proposed relocation or to the modification of the custody order consistent with the proposal for
revised custody schedule, the court shall modify the existing custody order only after holding a
hearing to establish the terms and conditions of the order pursuant to the relocation indicating the
rights, if any, of the non-relocating parties.

Parties in a relocation case (those seeking to move and those opposing a move) should also
file a petition to be scheduled with the Court.







